
The “grep” linux command is a tool that allows you to search through text for a pattern 
of letters (a word, or “string” in computer-talk). This allows for easy filtering of whatever 
text the terminal is displaying, such as when you instruct the terminal to display the 
contents of a folder which contains 1000+ files.

Example: ‘ls’ command to display contents of a folder

Trying to find all files with ’sql’ in the filename - the ‘ls’ output is directed to grep using 
the pipe | utility
And through the grep utility using the following syntax

grep [search pattern]



The pipe utility can be used to filter any output of the terminal through grep to isolate 
specific lines of text.

Grep can be used to search through text files (txt, html, etc) using the following syntax:

grep [search pattern] [filename]

Example: 

Tutorial1.txt (A long string of latin with the word “Commons” hidden somewhere) :

Using the grep command and the default syntax you can filter out all but the line you’re 
concerned with.
If you’re searching for more than one word, wrap the search pattern in quotation marks:



Ex: grep “The Commons” Tutorial1.txt

If you want to know which line contains the word “Commons”, add “-n” after the word 
grep:
Adding letters with a dash like this is called a “flag” and is used in Linux command lines 
to add options to a command.

(Line 31)

If you want to search through a series of files for given text, you can specify by filetype 
using the asterisk * wildcard. 
This will search through all files in the given folder.

grep -n Commons *

Or search through all files with the filename ____.txt :

grep -n Commons *.txt

If looking through a series of directories with sub-directories, adding a -r flag will result 
in all folders being searched, as well as any folders within them.

Together with the -n flag, this will give you the path of all files containing the “Commons” 
text, as well as the line number:

Search through all text files in the given folders for your own name
[provide folder with text files, sub directories, as well other text format files (html, md, 
etc)


